
Minutes of the Governing Council: Monday, November 4, 2013, at 6:00pm
Present: Tim Dutton, Sandy Lefkowitz, Maria Acevedo, Katherine Nelson, Miguel Pickering, 
David Reyes, Icela Reyes, Abbigail Reyes, Ramon Bulerin, Victor Bulerin, Bridget Krauss, 
Rachel Allison, Dee Fuller, Kerron Calliste, Bob Doss, Aline Doss, Suzanne O’Brien,   Chris 
James, John Rodriguez, Shandra Sanders, Levon Sanders, Jesse Torro, Roshawn Bennett, 
Starr DeVellis, Diana Draper, 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00pm.  

• Welcome and Agenda Review: Ms. Rivas reviewed the agenda and today’s main 
discussion topic. She introduced herself and asked that everyone present do the same.

• Introductions: All participants introduced themselves.  Ms. Lefkowitz thanked 
everyone for attending and talked about how important it is that students have a voice in 
school affairs.  She says we are trying to educate students to be the best that they can be 
including being good citizens of their communities.  She said for this reason she was 
particularly glad to see students at this meeting.  She added that the last meeting had a 
positive effect; more students are saying the pledge of allegiance now.

• Ground Rules Discussion: Ms. Rivas read the ground rules to the group.
• Presentation of Expulsion Policy: Mr. Dutton requested that the Governing Board 

approve a stipulated agreement dealing with a student who refused to cooperate one day 
including refusing to stay where asked and then refusing to leave the building when 
asked, instead wandering around the school.  Mr. Rodriguez asked what caused the 
student to behave this way.  Mr. Dutton explained that the student has had difficulty at 
home and at school that complicates his behavior.  Mr. Rodriguez said he agrees that 
the consequence was appropriate in this case. 

• Introduction of Main Discussion Topic: The main discussion topic is “How can we 
encourage our students to use technology safely and in accordance with school 
policies?” 

• Discussion:  Ms. O’Brien began the discussion by asking the group to raise their hand 
if they had a cell phone and to keep their hand up if they had been on their phone today, 
within the last hour, and within the last five minutes. She talked about how electronics, 
whether TV or phones, affect all of our lives now and we don’t know what long-term 
affects these devices have on our kids yet because so much of our technology is new. 
She talked about how hard it is for parents to know how to deal with these new 
technologies.  It is also hard for teenagers who are known to have a harder time 
thinking of consequences and self-regulating to manage their technology appropriately. 
Parents need to become aware of when their children are becoming addicted to their 
phones; otherwise good kids would sometimes rather be suspended than give up their 
phones. She also talked about the negative effects of a lack of sleep that many kids who 
are constantly “plugged in” suffer from.  Lastly, she talked about how her work with 
small groups has become more difficult; she attributes this to the fact that kids only 
communicate through texting and on-line rather than face-to-face. Mr. Dutton said that 
in the high school they are behind the curve in terms of regulating technology use in 
school.  On the other hand, he thinks completely banning phones is unrealistic and that 
sometimes cell phones can be useful. Today, for example, the seniors were touring 
Central Connecticut State University when it went into lockdown and it was nice that 
students were able to contact their parents directly.  He said that allowing teachers to 
decide on their own phone policies class-by-class was a mistake that may have 



contributed to some students becoming addicted to their phones. This year they are 
trying to be more strict about phones, allowing them only in the café and the buses.

The most effective penalty is confiscating phones and giving them back at the end of the day 
and doing this consistently has been helpful in limiting the use of phones in class.  
Occasionally the high school will allow a student with severe disabilities use an electronic 
device. The middle school, because it has lockers and has consistently enforced the rule that 
phones must stay in lockers has fewer problems with phones. 
Mr. Bulerin said that the parents have to drop the hammer on the kids at home too. He 
suggested that students have designated hours during which they may use their phones and 
after that they should be taken away. 
Mr. Pickering has seen it “sneak into their writing”.  Students write as though they are texting 
to friends.  A parent confessed to doing the same thing in her writing.  Ms. Lefkowitz asked 
the group how schools can approach this issue.  Mr. James said that  adults have to lead by 
example.  He said you can go out now and see whole families on their phones not talking to 
each other.  He said families need to have family dinners and game nights so that kids learn to 
communicate in appropriate ways.  He said that the example of Central CT today is an 
exception; the vast majority of the time children do not need them.  He said his son’s grades 
went up when they took away his PSP and his phone.  Ms. Torro agreed. She tells her kids to 
check their phones only at the end of the day.  Her son’s grades also went up after she limited 
his cell phone use.  She agrees that cell phone use should be restricted at school.  She admits 
she’s guilty of phone use also but she is a professional adult; students have different 
responsibilities. 
Mr. Pickering said that ironically our students are that technologically proficient.  Mrs. Bennett 
agreed that kids don’t use technology to learn, only to communicate with friends. Ms. 
Lefkowitz asked the students present if they use their phones for school work.  Victor Bulerin 
said he uses his phone when he has an Edmodo assignment.  Mr. Dutton said the excuse kids 
give when caught using cell phones is that they are using Powerschool.  Ms. Lefkowitz asked 
if people have thoughts about how the school can use phones more appropriately.  Ms. Nelson 
said as someone who just graduated from college she is not concerned about kids using too 
much technology but that school is not preparing kids to use technology that they will need to 
get a job.  Ms. Torro agreed that as a working person needs technology but not students in 
school unless it’s technology they are using for their school work.  Ms. Draper said that kids 
need to learn how to word process and use phone, address and sign letters.  Ms. Fuller said 
that younger people are less formal in everything from addressing emails to addressing each 
other. She feels the level of respect is different now.  She also recommended that parents not 
allow their children to take cell phones to their bedrooms.  Ms. Lefkowitz asked how schools 
get the support of families.  Mr. Rodriguez said that he does not have a problem with cell 
phones being taken away.  Ms. Torro agreed and said that many businesses have rules about 
phone use; in retail people will be fired if they have phones out while they’re working. To get 
buy-in from kids Mr. Bulerin thinks parents need to communicate with their children that 
phone use is not appropriate in school and that every time a teacher has to spend time dealing 
with phones is time lost to education. Ms. Reyes suggested having all kids put phones in a bin 
at the beginning of the day and give it back at the end of the day.  She said that her kids don’t 
have phones and that she has to regulate their use of her phone.  Ms. Torro said she has just 
logged onto Facebook and knows how kids feel because she is often tempted to check her own 
updates.  Mr. Dutton said that the middle school has it easier when it comes to banning phones 



because they have lockers and said that the high school is debating whether or not to get 
lockers.  
Ms. Rivas asked how this group can get the word out to other parents; Mr. Bulerin said we 
could use Facebook. (That got a laugh!).  Ms. Sanders said she is just learning how to use and 
regulate her phone.  She is also learning to use excel and teaching her children how to cook.  
This is how parents can model appropriate behavior for their kids.  
Ms. Lefkowitz said that the school needs to enforce the regulation of technology and that 
parents need to support these regulations by not calling their children on their cell phones 
during the day.  She asked if parents thought that computer literacy would be something the 
school should explore and the group agreed that they would appreciate such training for their 
kids.  Mr. Dutton said that he will work to communicate and reinforce our cell phone policies 
with other parents.  

• Wrap-up and next steps: Ms. Lefkowitz thanked everyone for attending and said it 
means a lot to our students that their parents come to school and show they care about 
and support the school.

• Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:07.  The next quarterly community 
meeting date will be announced.  Participants are asked to think about topics for our 
next meeting. 


